F. A. Akinkunmi and L. A. Akintola 51

Papagianni, K. (2008) 'Participation and State Legitimation': in C.
Call with V. Wyeth (Eds.)

Building States to Build Peace, Lynne Rienner, USA.

Sife, A. L., Woga, E., and Sanga, C. (2007). New technologies for
teaching and learning: Challenges for higher learning
institutions in developing countries. International journal of
education and development using ICT, 3(2).

Sirleaf, E. J. (2008). Where peace begins. Education's role in conflict
prevention and peace building.

Smith, A. and Vaux, T. (2003). Education, Conflict, and
International Development, DFID, London.

UNESCO. (2012). Mobile learning and policies, Key issues to
consider. Retrieved August 2015

from http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002176/217638E.p

Walsh, S. P., White, K. M., and Ross, M. Y, (2008). Over-connected |
A qualitative exploration of the relationship between
Australian youth and their mobile phones. Journal of
Adolescence, 31:77-92.

52

The Perception of Community Security Personnel on the
role of Literacy Programmes for Promoting Sustainable
Peace in Rivers State, Nigeria

Omeje Mercy Ebere and Prof. Adekola Ganiyu
Department of Adult and Non-Formal Education
University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the perception of
community security personnel on the role of literacy programmes for
sustainable peace in Rives State. The descriptive survey research
design was adopted for the study because it uses surveys to gather
data about varying subjects. The population of the study was 1000
members of security outfits from six local government areas in
Rivers State. The study was guided by two research questions. The
sample size was 204 respondents representing 20% of each of the
identical Security Outfits from six local government areas in Rivers
State who were selected through proportionate sample technique. An
instrument titled “Questionnaire on Perception community security
personnel on the role of literacy programmes for sustainable peace in
Rivers State (APSDTLEQ, r= 0.79) was used for data collection.
Data was analyzed using mean statistics. Findings from the study
showed that the role of community literacy for sustainable peace in
Rivers State are prevention of armed conflicts and violence,
involving people in the planning and implementing programmes of
their needs for the community. The study recommended among
others that state adult literacy education agency should include
community and substance and drug abuse literacy in their
curriculum for youths, adults and adolescent learners who are major
stakeholders in development projects of Rivers State.
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Introduction

Peace is happiness. The greatest thing in life is having internal peace,
external peace and global peace. Without peace, we have a greater
chance of losing everything that we have. Wars have been long
known as no good to mankind. The gunfight can cause many
casualties just as it is presently happening in Nigeria presently.
Nigeria suffers a variety of complex political problems as well as
inequality, corruption, Boko Haram insurgency, herders/farmers
clash, separatists groups, unknown gunmen attacks, ritual killings
and kidnappings. This is as aresult of absence of peace in the country
generated by maginalisation, unequal treatment, stereotypes, gender
inequality, inequitable distribution of social goods, and so on.

Borg, cited in Ojo (2016), posited that peace is presence of easy
calmness when all things work well as expected. He added that peace
can also be said to consist of absence of armed conflict. Peace,
however, can also be seen as agreement, or harmony and tranquility.
It is a state of lawfulness or civil government, a state of justice or
goodness, a balance or equilibrium of Powers. Lots of people die
during wars. If there is no peace in our society, we and our friends
and families can perish. In times of wars, we experience the pains of
losing our loved ones. Not only losing the people you love, but you
can also lose everything you have or worked for in your life time.
This leads to a poor socio-economic and unsustainable
development. The positive effect of peace is that people can focus on
creative endeavors, hence development.

The economy can thrive in peacetime too. The greatest benefit of
peace is that people are not afraid for their lives and people are not
losing their lives fighting one another. This benefits the economy
because they are then contributing citizens and agents of sustainable
development. Peace is freedom from abuse, violence, ill-treatment,
stress and anxiety. When we have peace in our lives, our
environment becomes calm, quiet and accompanied by happiness.
When we practice being peaceful, we embrace restfulness, and
quietude that allows us to be calm even with all the worries, noise
and debris of the world.
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Rivers State as it is well known has been highly volatile. There have
been cases of cultism, kidnapping, pipeline vandalisation, communal
conflicts, ritual killings and armed robbery resulting from perceived
injustice. Activities of the cult groups have led to the loss of many
lives, destruction of properties worth millions of naira and the
displacement of people from their homes. Despite the strategies put
in place by the state government, such as Vigilante groups,
Neighborhood Watch, Command-Control-Communications-
Computers and Intelligence(C41), Civil Defense, ONELGA
Security, Peace and Advisory Committee(OSPAC),Department of
State Services (DSS), Operation Sting, community Policing to
maintain peace and order in the state, crime rate, is still very high.
The reason is not far-fetched. Discrimination and unequal treatment
and marginalisation exist, for instance infrastructural developments
are seen in some communities more than the other, intake of
substance and drugs such as marijuana, cocaine, heroin, codeine,
royfenol and others prohibited drugs are common with the youth,
thus the tendency to misbehave and disturb peace in the state.

If we achieve every other goal without achieving peace, it is as good
as building a house without foundation. It is worthy to state here that
without justice, there will be no peace and without peace every effort
toward sustainable development can easily crash. Parkway Church of
Christ wrote:

Every sane person is interested in peace. The
word itself evokes feelings of comfort and
good cheer. Life is miserable when there is no
peace. The opposite of peace is strife, feuding,
insecurity, enmity, bickering, violence and
even war. A peaceful society is a secure and
productive society.....If it is possible, as much

as lies within you, live peaceably with all men
(Romans 12:1-2).

The peace of these passages obviously describes peaceful relations
between man and his neighbors. However, that is the bane of the topic
under discuss. If there is no peace among mankind, we cannot co-
exist. There must be peace and love for one another if there must be
development and progress in the society. According to Rummel
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(2019), peace has always been among human highest values, for
some, supreme. If peace is considered at any price, the
disadvantageous peace is better than the most just war, peace is more
important than all justice, I prefer the most unjust peace to the just
war that was ever waged and there never was a good war or a bad
peace.

Literacy is an invaluable instrument and the bed rock for achieving
greatness in any nation. It is fundamental to achieving sustainable
development. The International Literacy day, celebrated on
September 8, 2011, had its theme as “literacy for peace” which
aimed at propagating and reinforcing the importance of literacy in
peace building. This theme was the childbirth of 2011 Education for
All Global Monitoring report titled the “hidden crises: Armed
conflict and education”. This report shows that education can be a
powerful instrument for peace. The social, economic, political and
ecological change in the world demands that literacy as a human
right must come to an accomplishment in the lives of every Nigerian.

Abidoye and Olajide, (2018) asserted that literacy education is a
vehicle for socio-economic change, political development as well as
the psychological well-being of individuals and the nation at large.
Literacy is so crucial to national development such that it perhaps
could be considered next to health. It is tied to the quality of life of a
people. Also, the advantage of having a literate population is self-
evident because among other roles played by literacy, it enables a
country to conserve resources, both human and material. According
to Abidoye and Olajide (2018:151) no growth is possible without
basic education which ensures equality for all. It is a basic human
right and key to 21" century. “...education serves as a vehicle for
socio- economic change, political development as well as the
psychological well- being of individuals and the nation at large.

To this effect, community literacy is being advocated for. This
because it is an educational process which is based on the needs,
particularities and aspirations of the community and which relies on
the involvement of community membership in the educational
process and in the planning and implementation of a programme for
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the community. Community literacy helps to restore peace, transform
individuals and re-orientate the community people on the importance
of peace building in the state and the nation as well.

Statement of the Problem

Rivers State has been noticed to have various challenges ranging
from insecurity to injustice, cult clashes, pipeline vandalisation, ritual
killings and kidnapping and community clashes. This has lead to loss
of lives and properties and displacement of people from their homes.
The state government and communities have put different strategies
in place such as community vigilantes, DSS, neighborhood watch to
restore peace and orderliness, yet the crime rate is still very high,
hence the need for literacy programmes that can be used to achieve
peace in the state. Literacy programmes such as community literacy,
and substance and drug abuse prevention literacy are yet to be
investigated on how they relate to the issue of promoting peace and
building a good relationship capacity especially among the grass root
people in the study area. This is the gap in knowledge that this study
seeks to fill.

Purpose and Objectives of the Study
The purpose of this study is to investigate the perception of
community security personnel on the role of literacy programmes for
promoting sustainable peace in Rivers State.
The specific objectives of the study are to:
1. Examine the role of community Literacy for promoting
sustainable peace in Rivers State.
2. Ascertain the role of substance/drug abuse literacy for
promoting sustainable peace in Rivers State.

Research Questions
The following research questions will guide the study.
1. What are the roles of community literacy for promoting
sustainable peace in Rivers Statel |
2. What are the roles of substance/drug abuse prevention
literacy for promoting sustainable peace in Rivers State[ |
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Literature Review: Concept of Peace

Peace is freedom from abuse, violence, ill-treatment, stress and
anxiety. When we have peace in our lives, we feel a sense of calm,
tranquility, quietude and silence. World peace means being free from
war and conflict. There are different perspectives of the meaning of
peace. Peace can be seen and discussed based on socialist point of
view, religious perspective and the negative and positive angles of it.
Forinstance, Christian, Hindu, or Buddhist will see peace differently,
as will pacifist or internationalist. Socialist, fascist, and libertarian
have different perspectives, as do power or idealistic theorists of
international relations. In this different perceptions of peace, it
makes no different from such concepts as justice, freedom, equality,
power, conflict, class and so on. In this work, peace is going to be
looked at in general perspective.

The Cambridge dictionary defined peace as freedom from war and
violence especially when people live and work together happily
without disagreements. This definition simply suggests that peace
mean co-existing in conflicts and violence free world. According to
Rummel (2019), peace has always been among human highest
values, for some, supreme. If peace is considered at any price, the
disadvantageous peace is better than the most just war, peace is more
important than all justice, I prefer the most unjust peace to the just
war that was ever waged, and there never was a good war or a bad
peace. Rummel's assertion also tows the line of thought above
showing how important peace is. Nothing is comparable to peace.
Peace is a concept of societal friendship and harmony in the absence
of hostility and violence. It implies absence of conflict such as war
and freedom from violence between individuals and groups in any
given society. Peace is where there is no conflict and violence
between heterogeneous social groups. When there is peace, there is
harmony which results in living in violence and conflict free society.

Community Literacy

Community literacy helps to restore peace, transform individuals
and re-orientate the community people on the importance of peace
building in the state and the nation as well. It is a process whereby
learning will be taken to the individual and community for their
betterment. Community literacy will help the people participate in
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literacy learning and programmes that will inculcate in them the
principles and practice of respect, acceptance, mutual aid,
inclusiveness, lifelong learning, self-appreciation and leadership
skill for community life and development. It will play a significant
role of bringing or promoting peace and security and reducing
poverty.

The International Community Education Association national
conference , in Ekuru, Adong and Betiang (2018), defined
community education as an educational process which is based on
the needs, particularities and aspirations of the community and
which relies on the involvement of community membership in the
educational process and in the planning and implementation of a
programme for the community. The communities in Rivers State no
doubt will benefit and be excited if provided with such community
literacy as that will promote peace. Therefore, the government,
literacy education agency and all stakeholders should ensure that
community literacy should be articulated into the literacy education
programmes of the state.

Community Security

Community security is a means to achieve human security, human
development, and state building concepts at local level. It seeks to
protect people from losing traditional relationships and values and
from division and ethnic violence. The term safety of the community
refers to the community's security from criminal conduct by the
people, whether violent or not. Community security aims at ensuring
that members of their communities are free from internal and
external attacks. They may include civil society organisations, the
police and the local authorities that are responsible for delivering
security and other services in that area.

According to Straub (2020) law enforcement officers who are
connected to the communities they serve have the ability to identify
individuals who may embrace an extremist ideology, radicalise, and
pose a threat of violence against individuals or facilities. Community
security companies equally play an integral role in keeping their
community and property secure and safe. In many cases, they
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collaborate with local police, and do not take laws into their hands,
offer home protection to deter and respond to criminal activity,
safeguard homes and properties, and encourage residents to
collectively protect their communities.

Methodology

The study adopted descriptive survey research design. It was
delimited in content to examining how literacy education
programmes relates to achieving peace for sustainable development
in Rivers State. The study considered the ways through which
community literacy, moral literacy and substance and drug
prevention literacy can be used to achieve peace. The geographical
scope of the study covers six local government areas in the three
senatorial districts in Rivers State. In Rivers East Senatorial District,
Port Harcourt and Obio/Akpor Local Government Areas were used.
In Rivers West, Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni and Degema local
government areas were studied, while in Rivers South East, Tai and
Andoni local government areas were used for the study. The
population of the study was 1000 members of security out fits from
six local government areas of Rivers State from which 204
respondents were selected through proportionate sample technique.

The security outfits include Rumuolumeni Community Policing
Unit, Rumuokoro Vigilante, Nigerian Police Force, Crisis Control
Iriebe, Omoku Vigilante, OSPAC ONELGA, Bakana Vigilante,
Ueken Community poling Unit, Korokoro Vigilante Group, Bori
Vigilante, Command-Control-Communication-Computer
Intelligence, Department of State Services, Civil Defence, Peace
Corps from the six local government areas in the three Senatorial
Districts of Rivers State namely, Rivers East, Obio/Akpor, Port
Harcourt City, Rivers West, Degema and Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni and
Rivers South East, Tai and Andoni, Local Government Areas. This
population was chosen because the security outfits are part of peace
builders and always handling cases of criminals and law breakers, as
such can suggest the type of literacy programme to be adopted. The
sample represents 20% of each of the identified security outfits.

A self-structured instrument titled questionnaire on the perception
of community security personnel on the role of literacy programme
for sustainable peace (QPCSPRLPSP) with a reliability index of
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0.79 was used for data collection. The reliability index was
determined through test-retest method where the instrument was
administered on 20 respondents from other security outfits outside
the sampled population (pretest). Two weeks after, the same test was
administered to the same respondents (post-test). The two results
were correlated using Cronbach Alpha for internal consistency
reliability calculation. Data was analyzed using mean and standard
deviation statistics for the research questions and questionnaire
1tems.

Findings and Discussion

Research Question 1

What are the roles of community literacy for sustainable peace in
Rivers State! |

Table 1: Mean responses on the role of community literacy for
sustainable peace in Rivers State

SN Items SA A D SD Total + Decision

1 It inculcate in people the 50 152 2 204 33 Agree
respect and mutual aid. (229) (456) (4) (680)

2 Through community literacy 88 12 3 1204 34  Agree
people will be involved in (352) (336) (6) (1) (695)

planning and implementing
programmes of their needs for
the community.
3 It offers opportunity for 90 103 8 3 204 33 Agree
reforms and positive change ~ (360) (309) (16) (3) (688)
during and after conflicts.

4 Itinculcate in people the 78 122 3 - 204 33 Agree
respect and mutual aid. (312) (369) (6) (687)

5 It equips youths, families and 91 13 - - 204 34  Agree
communities with the skills, ~ (364) (339) (703)

knowledge and abilities to

better address and manage

conflicts and advocate for

social justice.

Grand Mean 33 Agree
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In response to the research question one, a grand mean of 3.3
recorded shows that all the items in the question are the roles of
community literacy for sustainable peace in Rivers State.

Research Question 2
What are the roles of substance and drug abuse prevention literacy
for sustainable peace in Rivers State! |

Table 2: Mean responses on the role of substance and drug abuse
prevention literacy for sustainable peace in Rivers State

Security outfits

S/N  Items SA A D SD Total « Decision
1 Reduce intake of substance 93 111 - - 204 34  Agree
and drug abuse. (374) (333) (707)
2 It will reduce crime rate. 81 123 - - 204 33  Agree
(324)  (369) (693)

3 Through drug prevention 60 140 3 1 204 32 Agree
literacy, cases of depression ~ (240)  (420) (6) (1) (667)
and taking of one’s lives will

reduce.

4 Will promote good reasoning 55 149 - - 204 3.2 Agree
for making informed (220)  (447) (667)
decision.

5 Reduce mental health 100 66 - - 116 29  Agree
challenges among youth and ~ (400)  (198) (598)
adolescents.
Grand Mean 32 Agree

In response to the research question two, a grand mean of 3.2
recorded shows that all the items in the questions are the roles of
substance and drug abuse prevention literacy for sustainable peace
in Rivers State.

Discussion of Findings

The findings of this study are discussed below based on the research
questions. The findings of the study to research question one
revealed that the security personnel agreed that the role of
community literacy in achieving peace for sustainable
development in Rivers state are prevention of armed conflicts and
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violence, involving people in planning and implementing
programmes of their needs for the community, inculcating in people
the spirit of respect and mutual aid, offering opportunity for reforms
and positive change during and after conflicts, equipping families,
youths and communities with the skills, knowledge and abilities to
better address and manage conflicts and advocates for social justice.

This finding is similar to the assertions of Chepkuto, Ombongi and
Kipsang (2014) who asserted that education for peace, solidarity
and prosperity entails the process of acquiring, the values,
knowledge and development attitudes and skills to live in harmony
with oneself, with others and with the natural environment. To have
peace means the absence of conflicts or violence and conversely as
the presence of state of mind and society such as harmony, accord,
security and understanding. The findings also corroborate with
Isoraite (2019) who stated that peace education aims to help students
acquire the skills needed to solve unwise conflict resolution
problems and strengthens these skills for active and responsive
action by the public to promote peace values.

The finding of the study in research question two revealed that the
role of substance and drug abuse prevention literacy in achieving
Peace in Rivers State are reduction of substance intake and drug
abuse, reduction of crime rate, reduction of depression and taking of
one's lives, promoting good reasoning for making informed
decision, reduction mental health challenges. The finding
corroborates that of American Addiction Centre Editorial Staff
(2019) that stated that drug abuse prevention has become an
important first step in forming specific individual's state that
prevention programmes are designed to provide the education and
support necessary to diminish drug dependency in communities,
schools and workplace. Drug abuse prevention is about the danger
of addiction; prevention techniques and where to find recovery help
if necessary. It begins with education, spreading the word regarding
the danger of drugs to oneself and the community.

Conclusion
Literacy positively impacts on the society's socio-political,
economic and physical wellbeing. Educating the society on the
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importance of peace is pertinent for the achievement of sustainable
development. To achieve peace is to have happiness, growth and
development. Based on the findings, this study concluded that for
sustainable peace in River State, community and substance and drug
abuse prevention literacy inevitable.

Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations
were made:

1. The state adult literacy education agency should ensure that
the curriculum for literacy education programmes in the
state should be reviewed, planned and articulated to include
the identified literacy programmes for youths, adults and
adolescent learners who are major stakeholder in the
development project of Rivers State.

2. There should be adequate awareness campaign by the state
and local government authorities on the need for peace
literacy for value orientation among adults and youths in the
state.

3. Collaborative efforts among government security agencies,
and community leaders in the effort to achieve peace in the
state through literacy should be engendered and promoted
by all the stakeholders in the state.
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