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Abstract 

This paper identified and discussed the focus of academic discussion for community 

development, as a field of study, in the 21
st
 Century. It began with a discussion of how 

community development remains the cornerstone of all development initiatives. It went further to 

discuss the dominant paradigms in community development over the years. It equally identified 

the key phenomena of human existence which characterised the 21
st
 Century: climate change, 

environmental degradation, emergence of gravest health emergencies, rising cases of 

insurgency, religious intolerance, the phenomenon of fake news, declining positive virtues of 

humanity, rising cases of domestic violence, rising cases of hunger, poverty/food insecurity, and 

rising cases of electoral violence. The author argued that these emergent contemporary 

phenomena should constitute or set the agenda for academic discussion in community 

development in the 21
st
 Century and beyond. The paper suggested, among others, that countries 

should develop comprehensive, inclusive and integrated policies and empowerment strategies for 

community development practice; create or strengthen inter-ministerial forums to articulate 

across sectors the roles of community development in nation building; and design mechanisms 

and strategies for promoting participation, inclusion and equity in community development so 

that no individual is excluded in the developmental processes.  

Key words: Agenda, academic focus, community development, 21
st
 century.  
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Introduction 

Community development, from time immemorial, has enjoyed global status as a distinct 

academic field of study. This is because it is considerably considered as the cornerstone of 

developing communities with shared identity. It is also an avenue for building the five capitals of 

a community – physical, financial, human, social, and environmental. Due to its strategic nature 

of building community social capital, community capacity building, community vitality, 

empowerment, urban and rural development and self-reliance; community development thus 

requires people with specific knowledge and skills to facilitate the process. This necessitated the 

elevation of community development to the status of distinct academic field of study.  

Till today, it appears the totality of conceptual knowledge and understanding of community 

development, in terms of definitions, goals and objectives, principles, assumptions, and key 

elements, have largely been the same over the years. Considering social change, the emergent 

and contemporary phenomena in human existence such as climate change, the COVID-19 

pandemic, the insecurity debacle, the food crisis, infringement on human rights, agitations for 

social justice and peaceful co-existence, environmental degradation, and fake news syndrome via 

the social media, among others, there is the urgent and increasing need to expand the theoretical 

and practical base of community development to address the expanding scope of the emergent 

phenomena of the 21
st
 century. In other words, community social capital, community capacity 

building, community vitality, and empowerment must be built around the emergent 

contemporary phenomena.  

The advocacy here is contemplated in terms of viewing community development in a wider 

outlook involving people‟s participation in all facets of human activities for the improvement of 

the various aspects of their living and living environment. This paper, therefore, sets the agenda 

which must constitute the focus of academic discussion in community development as a field of 

study. Invariably the focus should be based on the emergent contemporary realities of human 

existence and its response to emerging issues from nature and man in the 21
st
 Century.   

Dominant Discussion on Community Development Prior to the 21
st
 Century  

The dominant views and perceptions on community development are similar in all contexts in 

literature. Community development is usually contextualised in terms of improving community 

members' well-being or welfare involving both material sufficiency and other aspects of living 
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such as health and education through the mobilisation, organisation, participation, and collective 

action of community members working collaboratively to achieve these tasks. Literature is 

replete with this dominant perception. For example, the United Nations defines community 

development as "a process where community members come together to take collective action 

and generate solutions to common problems" (UNDP, 2014).  

 

Similarly, the Community Development Challenge report of Oxford University (2014) defined 

Community Development as “a set of values and practices which plays a special role in 

overcoming poverty and disadvantage, knitting society together at the grassroots and deepening 

democracy”. Through community development initiatives, community members can become 

more empowered, such that they can increasingly recognise and challenge conditions and 

structures which are leading to their disempowerment or negatively impacting their wellbeing 

(Ife, 2016). From these perspectives, Kenny, (2007) argued that “community development is a 

holistic approach grounded in principles of empowerment, human rights, inclusion, social 

justice, self-determination and collective action”.  

 

These prevalent overviews have constituted the dominant focus of discussion on community 

development as a field of study. It is in this context that the International Association for 

Community Development (2018) described community development as:  

a practice-based profession and an academic discipline that 

promotes participative democracy, sustainable development, rights, 

economic opportunity, equality and social justice, through the 

organisation, education and empowerment of people within their 

communities, whether these be of locality, identity or interest, in 

urban and rural settings (p.2).  

Invariably, these overviews have also substantially and significantly influenced the thought 

process of most community development scholars, theoreticians, and practitioners. Essentially, 

the focus of academic discussion and practical initiatives often undertaken in community 

development include goal setting, mobilisation, organisation, and participation of community 

members coming together to take collective action to achieve the goal, power relationships 

among community groups, shared meanings, relationship building, choice making, conflicts 
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resolution, and integration of the paradoxes. This focus of discussion is based on the rooted 

belief that community members value community knowledge and wisdom.  

The application of these initiatives is usually based on the prevalent social, political, and 

economic situation of the people at a particular time and period. For example, using the African 

context, the focus of academic discussion and practical initiatives in community development in 

the 19
th

 and 20
th

 Centuries were largely based on the prevailing circumstances of inadequate 

basic amenities such as roads construction, building healthcare centres and bridges, provision of 

sanitation, safe drinking water, electrification, and basic literacy, among others required for 

living a minimalist lifestyle in local communities. However, the 21
st
 Century has witnessed 

tremendous development and improvement in all ramifications of social existence of living and 

the challenges accompanying the developments have been multifaceted in nature. Since 

development is a process that increases choices which means new options, diversification, 

thinking about apparent issues differently, and anticipating change (Christenson and Robinson, 

(1989), it connotes that the focus of academic discussion and practical initiatives in community 

development in the 21
st
 Century must be expanded to include new options, diversification, and 

thinking on apparent issues in community development differently.  

  The Emergent Phenomena of Human Existence in the 21
st
 Century 

The emergent contemporary realities of human existence in the 21
st
 Century, as a result of 

advancement in human civilization, include, among others, climate change, environmental 

degradation, emergence of gravest health emergencies, rising cases of insurgency, religious 

intolerance, the phenomenon of fake news, declining positive virtues of humanity, rising cases of 

gender-based violence, rising cases of electoral-related violence, and rising cases of hunger, 

poverty and food insecurity, child abuse, women trafficking and issues of sustainable 

development. A brief discussion of these realities as agenda for academic focus and discussions 

becomes imperative.  

1. Climate Change- Climate change is a long-term shift or alteration in temperature and typical 

weather patterns in a place or particular location or the planet as a whole which may cause 

weather patterns to be less predictable (National Geographic Society, 2019).  Climate change can 

make it difficult to maintain and grow crops in regions that rely on farming because expected 

temperature and rainfall levels can no longer be reliably predicted. Climate change has also been 
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connected with other damaging weather events such as more frequent and more intense 

hurricanes, floods, downpours, and winter storms. 

The cause of current climate change is largely human socio-economic activities, like burning 

fossil fuels such as natural gas, oil, and coal, farming activities, land use for infrastructural 

development, among others. Burning fossil fuels releases greenhouse gases into Earth‟s 

atmosphere. There, these gases trap heat from the sun‟s rays inside the atmosphere causing 

Earth‟s average temperature to rise. This rise in the planet's temperature is called global 

warming. Throughout Earth's history, climate has continually changed. The natural climate 

change occurs in a slow process which has taken place over hundreds and thousands of years; 

while the human induced climate change, that is happening now, is occurring at a much faster 

rate. 

The consequences of climate change include the following: 

 Natural (rising temperature, rising sea-level, desertification increases, droughts, floods, 

excessive heat in tropical region, and extreme winters in Europe and other temperate 

regions, etc). It has also led to migration with its consequential conflict and war in 

extreme situations. 

 Economic (reduction in the availability of food because heat-stress causes poor yields or 

worse crop failures, and rising cost in global income for managing climate change). 

 Health (exposure to weather extremes, heat waves, winter cold, increases in other 

extreme weather events such as floods, cyclones, storm-surges, droughts, transmission of 

many infectious diseases, especially water, food and vector-borne diseases,  and, increase 

in pests and diseases incidence of skin cancer in fair-skinned populations; eye lesions 

such as cataracts; and, possibility of immune activity suppression).  

 

Adedeji, Okocha, and Olatoye (2014) contended that the negative impacts of climate change are 

more severely felt by poor people and poor countries because of their high dependence on 

natural resources and limited capacity to cope with climate variability and extremes. It is 

important that we understand how the climate is changing, so that we can prepare for the future. 

Studying the climate helps us predict how much rain the next winter might bring or how far sea 

levels will rise due to warmer sea temperatures. The responsibility of passing a more beautiful, 
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greener, healthier planet to the next generation lies with all of us, the community members. 

Community development has a big role to play in educating the people on climate change and 

this must constitute its focus of academic discourse and practice-based initiatives in the 21
st
 

Century and beyond. 

2. Environmental Degradation- The 21
st
 Century has witnessed more of environmental 

degradation than any previous century. Environmental degradation is a very serious problem 

worldwide and it covers a variety of issues including pollution, biodiversity loss, animal 

extinction, global warming, deforestation and desertification, and a lot more (Maurya, Ali, 

Ahmad, Zhou, da Silva Castro, Khane, and Ali 2020).) According to Bourque, Cox, Allen, Arp, 

and Meng, (2005), environmental degradation is “deterioration of the environmental through 

depletion of resources which includes all the biotic and abiotic element that form our 

surrounding that is air, water, soil, plant, animals, and all other living and non-living element of 

the planet of earth”.  

Olorode, Bamigbola, and Ogba (2015) opined that different kinds of human activities are the 

main reasons for environmental degradation. They asserted that: 

The automobile industry and other industries increase the number 

of poisonous gases like SOx, NOx, CO, and smoke in the 

atmosphere. Unplanned urbanisation and industrialisation have 

caused water, air, soil, and sound pollution. Industrialization, 

urbanization, and sewage waste help to increase pollution of the 

sources of water. Similarly, the smoke emitted by vehicles and 

industries like Chlorofluorocarbon, nitrogen oxide, carbon 

monoxide, and other dust particles pollutes the air. Since man 

began to use tools and gradually formed a society, he began to play 

an important role in the evolution of the natural environment (pp. 

29-37). 

Effects of environmental degradation include impact on human health, loss of biodiversity, 

ozone layer depletion, and loss of the tourism industry, among others. On human health, Adakole 
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and Oladimeji (2006) reported that “areas exposed to toxic air pollutants can cause respiratory 

problems like pneumonia and asthma. Millions of people are known to have died off due to the 

indirect effects of air pollution”. Therefore, Community development has a big role to play in 

educating the people on environmental protection and preservation and this must constitute its 

focus of academic discourse and practice-based initiatives in the 21
st
 Century and beyond. 

3. Emergence of Gravest Health Emergencies- In the 21
st
 century, three gravest health 

emergencies, which assumed a pandemic status, emerged. They were HIV/AIDS, Ebola, and 

COVID-19.  

3.1. HIV- HIV stands for “Human Immunodeficiency Virus. It targets and alters the immune 

system, thereby increasing the risk and impact of other infections and diseases. Without 

treatment, the virus will progress to an advanced stage called AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency 

syndrome). Due to medical advances, people with HIV who have access to quality healthcare 

rarely develop AIDS once they have started taking HIV treatment (Felman, 2020). Specifically, 

HIV can be transmitted through blood, semen, pre-seminal fluid, vaginal fluids, rectal fluids, 

breast milk. However, the virus cannot be transmitted through saliva, so a person cannot contract 

HIV through open-mouthed kissing (Felman, 2020). The major causes of HIV are unprotected 

anal or vaginal intercourse, sharing equipment for injecting drugs, and unscreened blood 

transfusions. The chances of HIV progressing to AIDS vary widely from person to person and 

depend on many factors, including a person‟s age, body‟s ability to defend against HIV, 

accessibility to quality healthcare, presence of other infections, and a person‟s genetic resistances 

to certain strains of HIV as some are drug resistant. 

Early symptoms of HIV may include a fever, chills, sweating, particularly at night, enlarged 

glands or swollen lymph nodes, a diffuse rash, fatigue, weakness, pain, including joint pain, 

muscle aches, a sore throat, thrush, or a yeast infection, and unintentional weight loss. The 

symptoms of AIDS can include: blurred vision, a dry cough, night sweats, white spots on the 

tongue or mouth, shortness of breath, or dyspnea, swollen glands lasting for weeks, diarrhea, 

which is usually persistent or chronic, a fever of over 100°F (37°C) that lasts for weeks, 

continuous fatigue, and unintentional weight loss (Felman, 2020). 
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3.2. Ebola- Ebola is a virus that causes problems with how blood clots. It is known as a 

hemorrhagic fever virus because the clotting problems lead to internal bleeding as blood leaks 

from small blood vessels in an infected person‟s body. The virus also causes inflammation and 

tissue damage. Five different species of the virus have been found. Ebola is spread through direct 

contact with body fluids --blood, saliva, sweat, tears, mucus, vomit, feces, breast milk, urine, and 

semen -- of people infected with it. It is also spread by touching things that have been 

contaminated with these fluids. The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads 

in the human population through human-to-human transmission. The natural reservoir, or host, 

of Ebola remains unknown. However, researchers consider the fruit bat as the most likely natural 

reservoir. When an infection does occur in humans, it can be transmitted to others through direct 

contact with the blood or secretions of an infected person and exposure to objects such as needles 

that have been contaminated with infected secretions.  

3.3. COVID-19- Coronavirus or COVID-19, a new strain of coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) 

previously unidentified in humans, was first reported to World Health Organisation (WHO) on 

the 31st of December, 2019 in Wuhan, China (Anjorin, 2020). COVID-19 is considered the 

modern history‟s gravest health emergency. Data from Johns and Hopkins University Center for 

Systems Science and Engineering and tracked by Cable Network News (CNN) as at 13 October, 

2021 shows that 238.7 million COVID-19 cases and 4.9 deaths had been reported from 222 

countries (Pettersson, Manley, and Hernandez, 2021). At its emergence, nobody anticipated its 

high transmissibility or virulence rate. The spread of COVID-19 to all countries in the world and 

its high transmissibility rate led WHO to officially declare it as a pandemic on the 11th March, 

2020 (WHO, 2020).  

The devastating high transmissibility rate of Coronavirus, which led to complete lockdown of 

human activities in all countries of the world, produced aftershocks that have reshaped the world 

and civilization in many ramifications. The aftershocks have led to what is now termed “a new 

normal world” (World Bank Group, 2020) which implies a departure to how things were or done 

prior to the emergence of the deadly virus. Coronavirus has ushered new directions that human 

civilization will take subsequently. Therefore, community development has a big role to play in 

educating the people on health-related issues and this must constitute its focus of academic 

discourse and practice-based initiatives in the 21
st
 Century and beyond. 
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4. Rising Cases of Insurgency- The 21
st
 century has also witnessed rising cases of insurgency 

across the world. Insurgency is simply defined as violent political struggle for control of people 

and resources. Insurgent groups often pursue some common objectives to undermine the 

legitimacy of the government and bolster their own standing with the population. In other words, 

insurgencies can be a means through which an individual or group of individuals attempt to 

activate latent ethnic or religious identities in order to build a power base and to gain control of 

resources. In Nigeria, for example, cases of insurgency are more recently pronounced from the 

activities of the jihadist group Boko Haram in Northern region, especially North-east; the 

Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) in the South-east region, and the agitation for self-

determination of the Yoruba Nation in the South-west region. Though such agitations have not 

reached the proportion of an organised revolution, they continue to threaten the existence of 

Nigeria as a nation.  

According to Ukpong-Umo, (2016), insurgency in Nigeria has “become an endemic social ill 

taking toll on all categories of members of the Nigerian society as terror is unleashed with a 

corresponding incidence on the various classes of people in the society (the wealthy and poor; 

young and old; male and female; indigenes and aliens almost alike)”. Community development 

has a big role to play in educating the people and building their knowledge and capacities on 

issues related to insurgency and this must, therefore, constitute its focus of academic discourse 

and practice-based initiatives in the 21
st
 Century and beyond. 

5. Religious Intolerance- Religious intolerance is an act of denying the right of people of 

another religious faith to practice and express their beliefs freely. Religious intolerance occurs 

when an individual or group of individuals is or are unwilling to tolerate another individual or 

group of individuals‟ religious beliefs or practices. Religious intolerance is simply discrimination 

based on religion. When religious beliefs are paired with religious intolerance and people are 

willing to act on that intolerance, it can definitely take a turn towards violence, death, and 

destruction. For example, the activities of the Boko Haram group constitute religious intolerance 

which has led to violence, destruction, and multiple deaths. If religious intolerance is allowed to 

exist in our communities, it will breed separation, misunderstanding, and hostility between 

individuals and groups which can foster civic disorders. Community development has a big role 

to play in educating the people, building their capacities and enriching their knowledge to imbibe 
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the culture of religious tolerance and this must definitely constitute focus of academic discourse 

in community development in the 21
st
 Century and beyond.     

6. The Phenomenon of Fake News – The emergence and advancement of Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICTs) has led to the increasing use of the technologies by people 

in all spheres of human lives. The direct consequence of the increasing use of the ICTs by people 

led to the development of social media- the website and applications that enable users to create 

and share content or to participate in social networking globally. Invariably, social media are 

interactive technologies that allow the creation or sharing and exchange of information, ideas, 

interests, and other forms of expression through virtual communities and social networking sites 

and platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, social news platforms, microblogging 

platforms, bookmarking sites, media sharing platforms, and community blogging platforms.   

The most significant impact of the use of social media platforms has led to the emergence of fake 

news spread on the internet or through other social media platforms. Even though fake news does 

not have a fixed definition, it has however been perceived “as false or misleading information 

presented as news”, satirical articles misinterpreted as genuine, articles that employ 

sensationalism, information disseminated that is not based on truth, click-bait headlines (Higdon, 

(2020). Click-bait headlines are usually designed to attract attention and to entice users to follow 

a link and read, view, or listen to the linked piece of online content which is typically deceptive, 

sensationalised, and misleading.  

The synonyms of fake news are lie, falsehood, untruth, misinformation, fabrication, white lie, 

half-truth, a tissue of lies, and fairy tale (Lewandowsky, Ecker and Cook, 2017). Fake news 

stories are usually created for the purpose of generating advertisement revenue or make money 

via web traffic since the more fake news is seen, the more revenue for the page‟s 

administrator(s). It could also be for the purpose of discrediting and damaging the reputation of a 

person, a public figure, entity, company, or political movement or for the purpose of getting 

revenge for political reasons out of hatred, spite or jealousy, or for the purpose of promoting an 

ideology (Tarran, 2017). 



17 
 

In the 21
st
 century and beyond, community development should concern itself with educating the 

people, building their capacities and enriching their knowledge on how to use social media 

responsibly, on how to detect, recognise or spot fake news either in print or via the internet, and 

how not to spread fake news in the community.    

7. Declining Positive Virtues of Humanity- Humanity in the 21
st
 Century has witnessed a 

decline in legacy of integrity and service to mankind especially among people who occupy 

leadership positions. In Nigeria, for example, this decline is more pronounced among people 

probably due to the harsh economy conditions. Widespread mismanagement and 

misappropriation of resources, financial impropriety, corruption, embezzlement of public funds, 

and bribery to violate duty, are more pronounced in all spheres of existence in the country. Moral 

decadence has replaced core moral values in present times in the country and it is the cause of 

some of the major problems Nigeria is facing as a nation.   

A significant part of academic discourse in community development must include inculcating 

positive virtues of service to humanity such as honesty, sincerity, truthfulness, ingenuity, 

openness, transparency, accountability, propriety, righteousness, integrity, self-control, fairness, 

prudency, frugality, and fidelity unto community members either in leadership and non-

leadership positions. People will freely and willingly participate in community development 

activities/programmes if they know that these positive virtues are prevalent in the conduct, 

transaction, and implementation of programmes by all- especially those who occupy leadership 

position in their communities.  Community development, therefore, has a big role to play in 

inculcating positive virtues of humanity and legacy of service to people and this must definitely 

constitute focus of academic discourse in community development in the 21
st
 Century and 

beyond. Community members must be equipped with the knowledge that legacy of service to 

mankind is the hallmark of existence.  

8. Rising Cases of Gender-based Violence (GBV)- Gender-based violence (GBV) is prominent 

in Nigeria as in many parts of Africa. Cases of Gender-based violence are on the high side and 

show no signs of reduction in Nigeria regardless of the age, tribe, religion or social status. 

Gender-based violence is defined as violence that is directed against a person on the basis of 

gender or sex including acts that inflict physical, mental or sexual harm or suffering, threats of 
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such acts, coercion and other deprivations of liberty (United Nations General Assembly UNGA, 

1993). The UNGA, 1993 act, include the following as forms of gender-based violence: 

 Sexual violence (Actual, attempted or threatened vaginal, anal or oral rape, marital rape, 

sexual abuse and exploitation, forced prostitution, transactional/survival sex, sexual 

harassment, intimidation, and humiliation). 

 Physical violence (Actual, attempted or threatened physical assault or battery; slavery and 

slave-like practices and trafficking).   

 Emotional and psychological violence (Abuse and humiliation such as insults, cruel and 

degrading treatment, compelling a person to engage in humiliating acts, and placing 

restrictions on liberty and freedom of movement).  

 Harmful traditional practices (Female genital mutilation/cutting, forced marriage, child 

marriage, infanticide, sex-selective abortion practices, sex-selective neglect and abuse, 

and denial of education and economic opportunities for women and girls).  

 Socio-economic violence (Discrimination and denial of opportunities or services on the 

basis of sex, gender, or sexual orientation; social exclusion, obstructive legal practices 

such as denial of the exercise and enjoyment of civil, social, economic, cultural and 

political rights mainly to women and girls). 

 Domestic violence (Physical, sexual, emotional, and mental abuse or aggression that 

occurs in a supposed-to-be romantic relationship. Traditionally, domestic violence is 

committed by men against women. However, in recent times, domestic violence is 

committed by women against men. The common forms of violence against women in 

Nigeria are rape, acid attacks, molestation, wife beating, and corporal punishment. 

Agbedo, Anazia, Awodipe, Thomas-Odia and Diamond (2021) reported that, at least 

once a week, there is a case of a man beating, maiming or killing his wife, and in some 

very rare cases, a woman dealing with her husband in like manner in Nigeria. 

Gender-based violence is a grave human rights violation that can cause long term and life-

threatening injury and trauma to victims/survivors. However, all forms of gender-based violence 

are preventable. Since gender-based violence is conceived from the mind of people who live in 

the communities, it is also in the same mind of the people that the re-orientation to prevent the 

various form of it must be entrenched. Community development can help in educating and 
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empowering people with the causes, contributing factors, consequences associated with gender-

based violence, common barriers to prevention and response to gender-based violence, as well as 

how to prevent gender-based violence in our communities‟ and this must definitely constitute a 

focus of academic discourse in community development in the 21
st
 Century. 

9. Rising Cases of Electoral-Related Violence- The 21
st
 Century is recorded in human history 

for electoral-related violence particularly in developing countries like Nigeria. Elections in 

Nigeria, as elsewhere, are high-stakes, winner-take-all contests. In other words, elections are the 

battleground for resource control which raises the stakes and likelihood of clashes. They are 

often accompanied by violence which typically includes clashes between political parties 

supporters during political campaigns and during elections and leading to injuries and sometimes 

deaths. To curtail this trend, people must be re-orientated not to be involved in perpetrating 

election violence before, during, and after elections. One of the cardinal responsibilities of 

community development in the 21
st
 century is to intensify efforts at educating people and 

empowering them with the knowledge of how to break the cycle of electoral violence. 

Community development has a big role to play as regards this. Therefore, community 

development scholars and practitioners of the 21
st
 century must begin to teach their students‟ and 

share knowledge with community members on the strategies and methodologies of breaking the 

cycle of electoral-related violence in prone regions and countries like Nigeria.  

10. Rising Cases of Hunger, Poverty and Food Insecurity- One of the greatest challenges 

facing mankind in the 21
st
 century is the rising cases of hunger, poverty, and food insecurity 

which are all related. Hunger is defined as a condition in which a person cannot eat sufficient 

food to meet basic nutritional needs for a sustained period. In the 2020 Global Hunger Index 

(GHl), Nigeria was ranked 98
th

 out of 107 countries with sufficient data to calculate 2020 GHl. 

With a score of 29.2, Nigeria was reported as having a level of hunger that is serious (Global 

Hunger Index, 2020). Poverty, on the other hand, is simply defined as lacking enough resources 

to provide the necessities of life such as food, clean water, shelter, and clothing, among others. 

The Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics reported in 2020 that 40% or 83 million Nigerians 

live in poverty. The Global Hunger Index report (2020) estimated that the number of poor people 

will increase to 90 million or 45% of the population of Nigeria in 2022. Food insecurity, in the 

same vein, is defined as the disruption of food intake or eating patterns because of lack of money 
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and other resources. In this regard, community development can help in educating and 

empowering people with the knowledge of how to prevent hunger and poverty and how to ensure 

the provision of food security for themselves and their families in the face of economic hardship 

and this must definitely constitute a focus of academic discourse in community development in 

the 21
st
 Century and beyond. 

 

 

Community Development and the Necessity of Building People’s Capacities on the 

Emergent Phenomena 

The discussion of the emergent contemporary phenomena above clearly shows that the academic 

discourse on community development should be widened to include all the phenomena. 

Community members must have a clearer understanding of how their activities contribute to 

climate change, global warming, deforestation and desertification and others. They must 

understand why it is imperative for them to take their health seriously and live a healthy lifestyle 

in preparation for future gravest health emergencies, they must understand what it takes to live 

together in peace, unity, irrespective of origin of birth, ethnic background, political affiliations, 

economic and occupation status, they must have the understanding of the use of information and 

communication technologies for positive personal, societal, and national development, how to 

imbibe positive virtues associated with humanity, how to shun electoral-related violence and 

many others.   

 

Therefore, community development scholars must widen their academic horizon and 

practitioners must begin to design programmes for building the knowledge capacity of 

community members on sustainable and equitable human development, alleviation of poverty, 

job creation, income generation, democracy, creation of an informed and tolerant citizenry, 

economic and social development, promotion of community education within the framework of 

lifelong learning, and the preservation of the environment.  

 

In this regard, the 21
st
 Century practiced based community development must be perceived as the 

key component for building active citizenship and a condition for full participation in society. A 
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fundamental avenue for fostering sustainable development, for promoting democracy, social 

justice, gender equity, social and economic development, and for building a community where 

dialogue, social cohesion and solidarity, and a culture of peace will be entrenched. Community 

development in the 21
st
 Century must be seen as imperative for the achievement of equity and 

inclusion and for building equitable, tolerant, sustainable and knowledge-based societies. 

Therefore, it must be integrated more systematically into all development plans and agendas of 

governments at the local, national, regional and global levels. 

The aim of community development in contemporary human existence should be to equip people 

with the necessary capabilities to exercise and realise their rights and take control of their 

destinies; to promote personal development of community members through more active 

engagement in their own affairs in their communities; and to foster sustainable, inclusive, and 

participatory economic growth of community members. Community development must also 

become a crucial tool for alleviating poverty, for improving health and well-being of people, and 

for contributing to sustainable societies.   

In essence, community development scholars and practitioners must have an expanded view of 

the objectives which the field of study must accomplish. These are to: 

i. Develop the capacity of community members to think critically and to act with 

autonomy and a sense of responsibility.  

ii. Reinforce the capacity of community members to deal with and shape the 

developments taking place in their communities.  

iii. Contribute to the creation of a learning community where every community 

member has an opportunity to learn and fully participate in development 

processes and enhance the solidarity of collective action.  

iv. Promote peaceful co-existence among community members irrespective of their 

differences.  

v. Enhance awareness of community members for the protection of their 

environment. 
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Conclusion and Suggestions  

The wider scope of coverage of community development, advocated in this paper, connotes that 

it must assume a multi-disciplinary and multi-dimension status as a field of study. The 

framework for academic discussion and practical based initiatives in community development 

should incorporate the capacity building and empowerment of people to provide solutions to the 

social, political, economic, environmental, health, and educational challenges thrown on 

humanity in the 21
st
 Century. In this regard, the following suggestions are made:  

1. Policy Formulation on Community Development- Countries should develop 

comprehensive, inclusive and integrated policies for community development practice in 

its various forms including policy that identify empowerment strategies of community 

members in a wide range of spheres- economic, political, social, cultural, technological 

and environmental. Such policy should be developed using inter-disciplinary and inter-

sectoral knowledge and expertise by involving all relevant stakeholders, including 

parliamentarians, public authorities, academia, civil society organisations, and the private 

sector as partners in the policy development. 

 

2. Governance of Community Development Programmes- Countries should create or 

strengthen inter-ministerial forums to raise awareness of community development as an 

essential component of all development initiatives through legislation, institutions and 

sustained political commitment and to articulate across sectors the roles of community 

development in the lifelong learning spectrum and its contributions to the development of 

societies. Furthermore, countries should consider enhancing the governance of 

community development through strengthening or creating cooperative structures and 

participatory processes, such as multi-stakeholder partnerships, at local, state, and 

national levels. Rural and urban areas should have inclusive and sustainable strategies 

where every individual shall have opportunities to fully participate in development 

processes. In developing countries, rural development and urban renewal programmes 

should adopt community development approaches and create adequate functional roles 

for community development practitioners as a stakeholder. 
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3. Resources Mobilisation for Community Development Programmes- Countries should 

mobilise and allocate sufficient financial resources to support enhanced and successful 

participation of community members in community development activities and 

programmes through appropriate mechanisms, including inter-ministerial coordination, 

partnerships and cost-sharing. In other words, countries should mobilise and allocate 

sufficient resources to community development activities and programmes in accordance 

with community and national needs. Necessary measures should be taken to use the 

resources available in a sustainable, effective, efficient, democratic and accountable way. 

 

4. Participation, Inclusion and Equity in Community Development Programmes- 

Countries should design mechanisms and strategies promoting participation, inclusion 

and equity so that no individual is excluded and opportunities are made available to all 

women and men of diverse social, cultural, linguistic, economic, educational and other 

backgrounds to participate in community development activities and programmes. 

Discrimination on any grounds, including age, gender, ethnicity, migrant status, 

language, religion, disability, illness, rurality, sexual identity or orientation, poverty, 

displacement, occupation or profession should not be tolerated.   

- 

5. Ensuring Quality in Community Development Programmes- To ensure quality in 

community development programmes and its potential for transformation in all relevant 

spheres, attention should be paid to the relevance, equity, effectiveness, and efficiency of 

such programmes. Countries are urged to establish mechanisms and/or structures that 

utilise appropriate quality criteria and standards, subject to periodic review; taking 

appropriate measures to follow up on the results of the monitoring and evaluation; and 

collecting and analysing disaggregated data in a timely, reliable, and valid manner and 

share effective and innovative practices in monitoring and evaluation. 
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